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The priest works in a community of the people of God as he is ordained for the Church. The 

origin of priesthood does not come from the delegation by the community or by people but it is 

traced to Christ himself who is the High Priest (cf Heb 10:12ff). With no doubt, priesthood is a 

gift to the community of believers that comes from Christ himself. Through the sacrifice of the 

Eucharist, all the sacrifices of the people of God are taken up to Christ through the intercession 

of the priest who represents Christ who is the Priest, the Altar and the Sacrifice. Hence, it should 

be noted that the celebration of the Holy Eucharist is the fundamental role of the Catholic Priest. 

He celebrates Mass without tiring for the people of God and for his own salvation. 

The priest dedicates himself to the worship of God. He manages this by uniting himself with God 

through prayer, meditation, and contemplation and through praying Divine Office every day. By 

praying the Divine Office, the Priest prays to God in the name of the Church for all the people of 

God. The chief and key role of a priest is offering the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass as stated 

before. It is our Lord Jesus himself who instituted the Sacrament of the Eucharist at the Last 

supper. The priest fulfills his principal mission when he celebrates the Eucharist daily for God’s 

people.  

The priestly character that a priest receives is a special gift from God. In the same vein the 

character God gives to a priest is a character, which gives him a share in the pastoral charism, 

which is a sign of a special relationship with Christ the Good Shepherd. With this in mind, it can 

be said that a priest is to have care and commitment for the salvation of all souls. All that he does 

in the priestly ministry is aimed at accomplishing the mission of the Church, which is the 

salvation of all souls.  

The priest is also called to share the Word of God to all nations through leading a holy life that is 

pleasing to the Lord and by so doing he attracts many souls to God. Preaching by one’s way of 

life is a very important homily because it is living what the Gospel prescribes. It is also expected 

that the priest as a man of God shares the Word of God through delivering homilies, sermons and 

catechetical lessons to the people. By so doing he fulfills the missionary mandate given by Christ 

to his disciples, “Go out to the whole world; proclaim the Good News to all creation” (Mark 



16:15). The proclamation which is done by a priest is authoritative because he does it on behalf 

of the Master of the work-Jesus Christ. Hence, when a priest preaches people convert and are 

won back to the kingdom of God and strive towards their fundamental goal which is union with 

God.  

Furthermore, the priest has a role of administering the sacraments in the Church. This means that 

the priest has to baptize people, celebrate Mass, administer the Sacrament of Penance, anoint the 

sick and officiate the Sacrament of Matrimony to those who are called to it. When he administers 

the sacraments, he then accomplishes his purpose for which he was consecrated by God in Holy 

Orders. It must be highlighted that the noble role of administering sacraments to God’s people is 

of paramount importance in the Church because when people receive sacraments, they are 

sanctified by God and they are united with Him.  

The priest exercises the role of Christ as a Pastor and a head in accordance to his share of 

authority. “In the name of the bishop, priests gather the family of God endowed with the Spirit of 

unity and leading it in Christ through the Spirit to God the Father”. (LG 28) The priest also has 

the role of giving direction to the people. This role demands that the priest plans his work and 

delegates some duties to the lay faithful who are expected to perform as they participate in the 

mission of the Church.  

As a pastor, the priest has the role of reaching out to the people. He is not ordained for himself or 

his family, but he is ordained for all the people of God. He strives to keep vigilant and be ready 

to offer spiritual services whenever he is needed. A priest is a servant not a master. Thus, he is at 

the service of God and his people. In summation, the priest is a representative of Christ here on 

earth; he is another Christ. All the roles that he does in the mission of the Church are done in the 

person of Christ who is the High Priest and the Head of the Church.  

Let us pray for all our Priests! 


